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Introduction

In the world of websites, standing out is essential, but how can you make
sure your site shines in the online crowd? One powerful tool you can use is
schema markup, also known as structured data. In this article, we'll explain
what schema markup is in simple terms and how it can help your business.

What Is Schema Markup?

Schema markup, or structured data, is like giving your website a special
language that search engines understand easily. It helps search engines, like
Google, better grasp what's on your web pages, making them show your
content more attractively in search results.

Why Does It Matter?

Let's say you have a restaurant, and you want people searching online to
easily find key information about your place, like your menu, location,
opening hours, and what others say about your food. Schema markup
makes it easier for search engines to spot this data. As a result, your
restaurant’s information can appear more prominently in search results,
often with extra details like star ratings, event times, or product prices.

Benefits for Your Business

1. Get Noticed: Schema markup helps your website stand out in search
results. When people see more information about your business,
they're more likely to click on your site instead of others.

2. Help Customers: Extra details in search results make it simpler for users
to find what they need on your website. This better user experience
can lead to more people becoming your customers.

3. Local Business Boost: If you run a local business with a physical store,
schema markup can make your business appear in local search results.
People can find your address on Google Maps and other details easily.

4. Show Off Your Products or Services: If your business sells products or
offers services, structured data can display product prices, reviews, and
availability right in search results. This helps people decide to buy from
you.
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Example

{
"@context": "http:/schema.org"

‘@type": "Restaurant”,

"name": "Sample Restaurant”,

"description": "A delightful restaurant offering a variety of cuisines!,
"address": {

"@type": "PostalAddress',

"streetAddress": "123 The Street",
"addresslLocality": "Town",
"addressRegion":"County",

"postalCode": "ABTIBA"

2

"telephone": "+44 1234 56789",

"image": "https://wwwyourdomain.com/logo.jpg",
"servesCuisine"™ "Multi-Cuisine",

"menu": "https://wwwyourdomain.com/menu",
"priceRange": "E££",

"aggregateRating": {

"@type": "AggregateRating',

"ratingValue": "4.5",

"reviewCount": "250"

}
}

This structured data tells search engines that this is a restaurant with certain
details. Now, let's see how this might appear in SERPs:

How It Might Appear in SERPs:

e Page Title: Sample Restaurant
» Meta Description: A delightful restaurant offering a variety of cuisines.
Visit us for an amazing dining experience.

Rich Snippets (Structured Data Display):

L':’Sample Restaurant Logo
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http://schema.org%22,%EF%BF%BC%22@type/
https://www.yourdomain.com/logo.jpg%22,%EF%BF%BC%22servesCuisine
https://www.yourdomain.com/menu%22,%EF%BF%BC%22priceRange
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e Star Rating: (4.5 out of 5)

* Review Count: 250 reviews

e Address: 123 The Street, Town, County, ABTIBA
e Phone: +44 1234 56789

e Price Range: ££f£

e Cuisine: Multi-Cuisine

e Menu:[Link to the Menu]

» Logo/Image:

The structured data helps search engines understand that thisis a
restaurant, and they can present this information more prominently in
search results. Users can quickly see the restaurant’s rating, address, cuisine,
and more, making it easier for them to decide if they want to visit the
restaurant.

Adding Schema Markup

You don't need to be a tech wizard to get started with schema markup.
Here's a simple way to do it:

1. Pick the Right Markup: Decide which kind of schema markup suits your
business. Whether you're a local business, a restaurant, a product seller,
or you have events, there's a markup for you.

2. Use a Markup Generator: Online tools, like Coogle's Structured Data
Markup Helper, can guide you through the process. These tools help
you create the code you need.

3. Add the Code: Once you have the structured data code, put it on the
pages of your website that need it. If you use a system like WordPress,
there are plugins that can make this easy.

4. Check Your Markup: Schema.orgs Structured Data Testing Tool to make
sure everything is set up correctly.

Conclusion

Schema markup, or structured data, is a simple yet powerful way to make
your website more visible and user-friendly. Even if you're not a tech expert,
you can use it to make your content shine in search results and provide
potential customers with valuable information. By investing a bit of time in
learning and using schema markup, you'll be well on your way to success
online, helping your business grow.
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https://www.google.com/webmasters/markup-helper/u/0/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/schema-and-structured-data-for-wp/
https://validator.schema.org/
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